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very distinction drawn by The Star presupposes such a confusion in the
public mind.
The result of classing Asiatics and others as "Coloured people" has
caused a great deal of undeserved injustice to the British Indians in South
Africa. The most glaring instance is that given by Mr, Winston Churchill.
The deprivation of the franchise from the British Indians has been justified
by the Colonial Under-Secretary, on the ground that the Dutch under-
stood the term "Natives", that is, in this instance, "Coloured people",
to mean natives of any non-European country. Lord Milner, we know,
has protested against any such use, or rather abuse, of the term, but his
protest has not availed to protect them from the above mentioned injustice.
There are, at present, in the Statute-books of the Transvaal and the
Orange River Colony, laws which apply to British Indians, because, ac-
cording to usage, the term "Coloured people" is applied to British Indians,
although, from the nature of the legislation, one would consider it totally
unnecessary to apply it to British Indians, who suffer doubly. They labour
under disabilities imposed upon "Coloured people" as also because they
are Asiatics. Thus, the illicit gold law and the foot-path regulations of
the Transvaal apply to~them, because they are "Coloured people", and
the Law 3 of 1885 applies to them as Asiatics. Their position, therefore,
is actually worse than that of the "Coloured people" who are not Asiatics.
We think, in the illustrations given above, we have shown sufficiently
clearly that, if justice is to be done to the British Indians, they should be
no longer classed with the "Coloured people". And this we say without
washing to make any odious comparisons. "Coloured people" and British
Indians have different points of attack in their struggle for freedom of
existence. They have to secure justice through different channels and it
were well if the Government and the publicists were to recognise the im-
portance of distinguishing between the two.
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418. THE CONDITION OF THE HINDU CREMATION GROUND^
Mr. Daugherty has written us a letter on the condition of the Hindu
cremation ground, to which we invite the attention of the Durban Indians.
If its condition is really such as Mr. Daugherty describes, it is a shame
and a disgrace to the Hindu community. It is the duty of every Hindu
to keep the ground tidy. By failing to do so, we not only violate the law
of the land and the rules of sanitation, but the maxim that in such matters
we human beings should have a sense of delicacy. We have in fact re-
ceived more letters about the condition of the cremation ground. We
have not published them as they are caustic and indulge in personal criti-
cism. But we would earnestly remind every Hindu that, whatever our
differences in other matters, death should evoke in us nothing but tender
l Vide also "The Hindu Cremation Ground", p. 415.